
Over the last few weeks of Lent, we have heard many accounts of God working 

throughout history. 

   

Two weeks ago, we heard the people grumble to Moses that they are thirsty and 

God provides 

The woman at the well asks for water that will quench her thirst for eternity and God 

provides 

 

Last week the account of the man that was blind from birth, who could not get 

himself into the pool to be healed, and God provides 

 

Today we hear of the Israelites  that are experiencing the death of being banished 

from their land, and God says he will provide. 

 

In our gospel we hear of Lazarus, dead and in the tomb, beyond any natural hope, 

and God provides 

 

What do all these people have in common?  They are unable to take care of 

everything themselves, in other words, they NEED help. 

 

More importantly, in each case, God provides. 

 

In a society that almost worships self-sufficiency, we sometimes find it distasteful to 

admit our need for help, or to admit that we cannot do it alone. 

 

We often hear that God can bring good out of the worst of times, and we believe it, 

we have seen it over and over.  We are now in hard times, with many people 

suffering, and even dying.  While it is too early to even guess what all may come of 

this, it is plain that all of us feel just a bit less self-sufficient.  We need each other, 

and we need God. 

 

During this time of lent, one of the ways we focus on our need for God, is in our 

need for forgiveness.  The fact that we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of 

God. 



 

St Augustine compares the three times in the Gospels that Christ raises someone 

from the dead, to three levels of sin that we can sink to.  

 

The synagogue official’s daughter, while she was lying in her house. 

The widow’s son, while he was being carried out the gates of the city 

And Lazarus, who was many days in the tomb. 

 

He says it much better than I can, but in essence he compares the girl still in her bed 

to us, when we harbor sinful thoughts, and do not put them out of our minds at first 

chance. 

 

The son being carried out of the city he compares to us when we commit sin and die 

to Christ in our sin. 

 

Lazarus, 4 days in the tomb, and beginning to putrefy, he compares to us when we 

habituate ourselves to sin and become hardened to the grace of God. 

 

All three of these people were dead, just as we can sometimes be spiritually dead 

through sin, and it is important that we take the time to meditate on where we are 

at, what stage of spiritual death have we sunk to. 

 

It is even more important to remember that through the power of God, all three 

were raised!  The same God that raised Lazarus from the dead, after 4 days, when 

even his sister warned, “Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has been dead for 

four days.” Can also raise us from the tomb of our sin, even if we are to the point 

that spiritually, we have decayed. 

 

We see the power of God when Christ cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 

The same God that spoke the world into being. 

The same God who makes bread and wine become His Body and Blood, through the 

very words, “This is my Body, and this is my Blood.” 

His words have the strength to create, the strength to heal, the strength to 

resurrect.  



 

This same God, cries out to each one of us, “Come out” may we hear His voice this 

lent. 

 

St Augustine goes deeper into this account by reminding us that when Christ called 

out, Lazarus rose, and came out of the tomb, he was still bound in the burial clothes. 

 

He reminds us that some ask the question; “What’s the use of the Church, if you can 

confess, and be brought back to life by the voice of the Lord and come out 

immediately?”  

 

So what is the use of the Church? 

The Church who Christ told; “What you loose on earth will be loosed in Heaven!” 

 

Look at Lazarus, he came out, already alive, but still tied up. 

 

So, what does the Church do?   It does exactly what the Lord instructed his disciples 

to do when he told them; “Unbind him and let him go!” 

 

As we go through this time of Lent, and this time of fasting, in so many ways, may we 

listen for the voice of Christ, calling each one of us personally to “come out” from 

the death of sin, and avail ourselves to the Church, that we might be unbound. 

 

 


